
 

 

Volume 28 Issue  33     Thursday 27th October, 2022 

 

term dates       2022    TERM 1  28 JAN - 08 APR                    TERM 2  26 APR– 24 JUN 

                                               TERM 3  11 JUL - 16 SEP                     TERM 4  03 OCT- 20 DEC  

                                                      
                              27TH    OCT         YR 3 SCIENCEWORKS EXCURSION     
                                 1ST    NOV         MELBOURNE CUP DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY - STUDENT FREE DAY 
                              10TH    NOV          ICE CREAM DAY—PFA 
                         10-16TH    NOV         PAWS FOR BOOKS—BOOKFAIR 
                              25TH    NOV         REPORT WRITING DAY—STUDENT FREE DAY     
 
                    

jim bell, principal          jenny reid, assistant principal             jo-anne doran, assistant principal                     

DATES TO REMEMBER 

H 
appy Diwali 2022 
Brentwood Park Primary School is rich in its 
cultural diversity and celebrates this diversity 

accordingly.  
 
With a current  enrolment of 987 students, at least 546 
speak a language other than English at home. This is ap-
proximately 55.21% of the student body and of this,  
46.2% have a South-East Asian cultural heritage for 
which Diwali is a significant annual celebration!   

This year, the five day Diwali Festival began on Satur-
day, October 22 and ended on Wednesday, October 26. 
The third day marked the height of the celebration, coin-
ciding with the end of the darkest day of the year. The 
auspicious dates are guided by the lunisolar calendar, 
which considers the position of both the Sun and the 
Moon meaning the dates can differ every year but typi-
cally occurs between October and November.  

H 
appy Diwali 2022 
Diwali, also known as Divali, gets its name 
from the Sanskrit word Deepvali which means 

“row of lights”. 
 
It is a time when faith, food, fireworks, family and chari-
ty are honoured as they each take centre stage on the 
different days of celebration. The first day is all about 
prayer and preparation, in the name of prosperity.   Fam-
ilies visit places of worship and pray for good fortune 
and wealth. Aside from cleaning homes, buying new 
clothes and ornaments are also customary, as gold and 
silver purchases are associated with luck. Decorations 
are the main agenda for the second day. 
 
Traditionally, the inside of 
homes are illuminated with 
radiant clay oil lamps called 
diyas to convey hope, 
knowledge, and truth.  Diyas 
can also be found at the en-
trance of homes nestled with-
in an elaborate design of Rangoli. Rangolis are a sign of 
welcome for positive energies and good luck.  
 
The third day of Diwali, is the main highlight of the five
-day event.  Some countries such as Malaysia and Indo-
nesia even declare the day as a public holiday! An ex-
travagant display of lights such 
as fireworks, firecrackers and sparklers can also be ex-
pected to fill the streets in some countries. 
 
On the fourth day, relatives, friends and neighbours ex-
change presents and well wishes in the spirit of giving. 

 
The Festival of Lights 
ends with a lavish feast 
of traditional foods 
among siblings to cele-
brate the special family 
bond. Sweetmeats are 
especially important to 
have in the mix as they 

signify forgetting bitterness and letting go the past.  



 

 

D 
iwali 2022 
A special THANK YOU is extended to the Midha 
family who have given our school community a 

little insight to their Diwali celebrations at home. 
D 

iwali 2022 
A special THANK YOU is also extended to the  
Gera family who have given our school commu-

nity a little insight to their Diwali celebrations at home. 
Maahir, Year 4LM, has also provided the accompanying 
text!  Thank you, Maahir 
 

“Diwali is a festival that many Indian and Bangladeshis 
celebrate. 
 
Diwali is celebrated because a god called Rama re-
turned from a fight with an immortal demon (Ravana). 
The god had won the fight, and because of this we cele-
brate Diwali. 
 
People from and in India celebrate this festival by 
cleaning their house before celebrating Diwali, and dec-
orating with lights, lanterns, rangoli and lighted lamps 
(Diya) to welcome the goddess Lakshmi to the house 
and to bring joy. People go to their friends’ houses to 
give Indian sweets and fire crackers to bring joy to all. 
Girls and women decorate their hands with henna 
(menhadee). Indian people pray to the gods by some-
times putting rice and flowers in front of the god statue 
and singing prayers. 
 
I hope you enjoyed reading and learning about Diwali, 
the festival of light.” 
 
       Maahir G, 4LM. 



 

 

S 
tudent Supervision 
At the earliest, students should not be arriving at 
school before 8:30 a.m.  It had been observed that 

some students were arriving prior to 7:45 a.m. and were 
at school unsupervised.  This couldn’t continue for stu-
dent safety reasons.  The Yard Duty and Supervision 
Policy clearly states that the supervision of the school 
grounds commences at 8:45 a.m. until 3:35 p.m. Outside 
of these hours, Before and After School Care providers 
[Camp Australia 1300 105 343]  should be utilized.   
 
This week, identified students have received an Early to 
School Notice  to be taken home, signed and returned by 
parents, indicating their awareness of non-adherence to 
the policy with remediation expected to be taken.  
 
In this aspect, there has been a noticeable adherence to 
our Yard Duty and Supervision Policy and we greatly 
appreciate both student and parent support. 
 
For those families who require supervision of their chil-
dren before school, casual and ongoing registration can 
be taken out with Camp Australia, our outside school 
hours care [OSHC] providers. 
 

S 
unSmart 
As a SunSmart School, it is essential that students 
wear a wide brimmed hat at this time of year!  No 

hat means no play outside!  Despite the increasing fre-
quency of relatively mild weather, the UV rays are start-
ing to increase in intensity and sunburn can occur on even 
cloudy days! 

 

C 
urriculum Highlights 
A highlight for our qualifying stu-
dents was, no doubt, their participa-

tion in the Divisional Tennis Tournament 
and for select students, our Art Enrichment classes.  
 
For Year 6 it would have been their “homework reward” 
with a McDonald’s lunch certainly contributing to their 
joint sense of accomplishment and wellbeing! 
 
Our recent Year Prep excursion to Myuna Farm and 
Year 1’s Zoo Comes to You incursion were, without 
doubt, highlights within the junior school and  have been 
captured in accompanying pages of our newsletter for 
everyone to view and enjoy! 

P 
arking and  Maintaining Safety Around our 
School 
It’s important for drivers and pedestrians to be 

aware and take care during busy times, particularly 
when school is dismissed.  Please by mindful when 
parking and picking up children at these times.   
 
The parking bays at the front  gated entrance 
to the school are strictly a pick up and drop 
off zone: 8:00—9:15 a.m. and 3:00—4:00 
p.m.   
 
PLEASE do not park during these designated times!  
City of Casey will be monitoring traffic control for 
the children’s safety. 
 
Additionally, when parking in the surrounding streets, 
please be mindful of our residents who need access to 
their driveways.  On some occasions, cars fully or par-
tially parked across  driveways are preventing residents 
of households entering or exiting from their driveways. 
 

S 
tudent Transfers and Enrolments 2023 
In order for us to arrange staffing, grade structure, 
budget allocations and various other school func-

tions for the 2023 school year, it is 
imperative that we are able to as-
certain student numbers for next 
year.  The more accurate with our 
future planning, the smoother we 
can make the transition for the 
children from one year level to the 
next.  Parents are requested to contact the office of addi-
tional enrolments for Years Foundation – Year 6, if they 
have not already done so.   
 
If any of our families are aware that their children, other 
than the current Year 6 students, will not be attending 
Brentwood Park Primary School next year, could you 
please notify the office or your child’s classroom teach-
er.   
 
As you can appreciate, although our enrolment and 
where possible our class sizes are capped, other families 
who are out of our designated neighbourhood boundary 
are currently on a waiting list for enrolment in Brent-
wood Park Primary School should a vacancy eventuate 
through the relocation of others. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. Your assistance is 
greatly appreciated! 
 

C 
hinese Language and Culture 
Victoria’s school education system is renowned 
for its commitment to global learning and en-
gagement opportunities that support valuable 
people-to-people links and strengthen interna-
tional partnerships.  As COVID-19 restrictions 
continue to ease across the world, many schools 
are planning to resume their pre-pandemic en-
gagements with overseas sister schools, includ-
ing reciprocal visits.  We have continued to 
maintain our professional association with 
Yangzhong Experimental Primary School, our 
sister school, in Jiangsu Province CHINA, albeit 
virtually over the past years! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Term 4  
 Week ending 21st October 

 

 

 

0BC  Andre for your amazing listening skills and positive attitude on our Myuna Farm  
    excursion.          

0JF  Elyaas for being a responsible classmate during the farm excursion.    

      
0LP  0LP  for participating in every activity at Myuna Farm.  You all used your Connie  
    Confidence skills.  Awesome job!         

0MB  Theyon for his amazing handwriting when focusing on the ‘u’ family.  
          
0MS  Kirtan for demonstrating exceptional listening skills and confidence on our Myuna  
    Farm excursion.  Well done!          

0TL  Brock  for displaying wonderful ‘whole body’ listening skills.      

         

1AB  Param for your terrific work in CAFE, finding a connection.  Well done! 
       
1HB  Alex  for being a responsible learner and following instructions. 
    

1HG  Hannah for striving for excellence.  You challenged yourself with an excellent result.  
    Well done!         

1MD  Jade  excellent work on persisting with counting backwards.  Amazing effort! 
           
1NG  Prikunj you have done a super job reading your take home reader each night.  Keep 
    practising!       

1SD  Saneli for great progress in her writing.  Well done!    
    
2AK  Sweetha for your HUGE improvement reading and understanding text.  
        
2CM  Jayson for the wonderful start you have made in 2CM.  Welcome to Brentwood Park 
    Primary School!           

2CP  Sid  for sharing his knowledge of fractions with the class.    
         
2DG  Jaxon for being a good friend and always doing his best to help others. 
        

2KC  Anna  for being a respectful and organised class member.  Thank you for giving it  
    your all each day.           
2SM  Selina for her commitment and effort when writing information reports. 
       
3CH  Elisa  for her informative and well-written biography on Neil Armstrong. 
       
3DK  Kotone for her fantastic attitude in class and commitment to improving her learning.  
    Great work.   
3AD   Jewel  for writing an interesting and detailed biography on Dolly Parton. 
         
3ME  Alice  for your work on addition and subtraction using a think board. 
  
3SA  Gurasees for your detailed and written biography on Florence Nightingale.  Well done! 
   
4JJ  Sophie for having a positive attitude when approaching new learning. 
      
4LM  Maahir for a wonderful week of learning—great participation in discussions, fantastic 
    effort identifying ‘cause and effect’ and caring for our leaf insects.   

4MC  Siddharth for showing impeccable sportsmanship in Year 4 sport.    

4MS  Saanvi for always putting in 100% on your learning tasks.  Well done!    
           
4TC  Harry  for trying your best and showing resilience this week.  Keep up the positive  
    mindset.     



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 4 
Week ending 21st October 

      
 

  

4VK  Abigail for her learning enthusiasm, determination to excel across all learning  
    areas and to assist in a mature manner.  Excellent and wonderful.   

5BB  Jayden for demonstrating our school value of ‘responsibility’ by making more effort  
    with his researching and writing skills this term.  Well done, Jayden!  

5BM  Ottavia for consistently putting her best efforts into everything she does.  
         

5EB  Prabnoor for staying focused and working enthusiastically during our maths lessons.   
    Keep it up!     

5EC  Chloe for always trying her hardest in all areas of her learning and persisting with  
    her learning tasks.  Well done!        

5MC  KK  for making good choices during learning time and demonstrating the school 
    values this week!           

6GD  Vanessa for the creativity and care she places into all of her work.  Well done! 
       

6JA  Elizabeth for completing all her work to her best standard and representing the   
    school at regional athletics.         

6KR  Zac  for demonstrating responsibility with your time management of your  
    learning tasks.      

6LM  n/a  
         

6MS  n/a    
     
          

SPECIALIST 
 

 

 

CHINESE-DAISY 

  5BB  well done describing weather in Chinese across different cities in Australia. 
         

CHINESE-YUKI 

  3ME  for your excellent work on answering the ‘Nian’ questions.  Keep it up, 3ME! 
     

DIGITAL TECH-LISA 

  3DC  fantastic exploration of Scratch 3.0—some awesome coding.   
    CONGRATULATIONS!       
MEDIA-DAISY 

  5EC  for your awesome work in Minecraft Education coding activities this week! 
     

PA-KENNETH 

  6JA  for a fantastic lesson playing ukulele, guitar and a straight 4 on the drum  
    kit.          
PA-FELICITY 

  2AK  for working well independently and getting through so many individual  
    assessments.  

PE-ERIN 

  2CM  amazing job working as a teacher and demonstrating great fielding skills  
    during a game of kickball!  Awesome work!      
PE-JIM 

  1SD  for always giving their very best efforts; in particular with excellent cricket  
    bowling and hitting.   

VISUAL ART-JESS  

  1SD  for doing an outstanding job blending your soft pastels. 
 

VISUAL ART-BREE  

  3ME  for showing excellent teamwork lining up your cool colour background and  
    adding painted roads to create a collaborative artwork. 
     
        



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

R 
educing the Risk COVID-19 

The maintaining of social distancing and personal hygiene habits which includes washing hands thoroughly 
and practising good sneeze/cough etiquette are all measures we can all take to combat the spread of COVID-  

    19. 



 

 


