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term dates       2022    TERM 1  28 JAN - 08 APR                    TERM 2  26 APR– 24 JUN 

                                               TERM 3  11 JUL - 16 SEP                     TERM 4  03 OCT- 20 DEC  
 
 
      10th    JUNE REPORT WRITING DAY—STUDENT FREE DAY 
      13th    JUNE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY—STUDENT FREE DAY 
      23rd    JUNE END OF TERM 2 FOR STUDENTS—DISMISSAL TIME 3:20 pm 
 
      24th    JUNE PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAY—STUDENTS ARE NOT REQUIRED AT SCHOOL 
 
 
 

jim bell, principal          jenny reid, assistant principal             jo-anne doran, assistant principal                     

DATES TO REMEMBER 

P 
rofessional Practice Day - Term 2 
For Term 2, 2022, the Department of Education 
and Training has provided schools with the option 

of holding each teacher’s allocated professional practice 
day on the same day for all staff. This is to enable the 
most effective and efficient use of this day. 
 
As a result, we have scheduled our professional practice 
day for Friday 24 June. Students will therefore not be 
required to attend school on this day.  Their last day of 
term 2 will effectively be Thursday 23 June with dismis-
sal at the standard time of 3:20 pm.  When the day was 
presented to School Council, it was felt that this day 
would cause the least disruption to families, particularly 
as the preceding weeks  were also short with Friday 10 
June being a student free day for report writing and 
Monday 13 June the Queen’s Birthday Public Holi-
day. 
 
We will approach our Out of School Hours Care provider 
to discuss the feasibility of their operation on these days. 
 

C 
hinese Language and Culture 
This Sunday 5 June, marks the 
Dragon Boat Festival 2022.  The 

renowned Dragon Boat Festival, also 
known as Tuen Ng, falls on the fifth day of 
the fifth lunar month. It commemorates the 
death of Qu Yuan, a Chinese poet and min-
ister known for his patriotism and contribu-
tions to classical poetry and who eventually 
became a national hero. 
 
Qu Yuan lived during the time of China‘s 
first feudal dynasties and supported the deci-
sion to fight against the powerful state. 
Though his actions led to his exile, he wrote 
in order to show his love for the country. 
Legend has it that Qu Yuan felt such re-
morse after the capture of his country’s capi-
tal that, after finishing his final poem, he 
waded into the Mi Lo River in today’s Hu-
nan province as a form of protest and des-
pair to the corruption surrounding him. 

C 
hinese Language and Culture 
Upon hearing news of this tragic attempt, villag-
ers took boats and carried dumplings to the mid-

dle of the river to try and save Qu Yuan, but their efforts 
were in vain. They turned to beating drums, splashing 
water with their paddles and throwing the rice dump-
lings into the water – serving as an offering to Qu Yuan.  
These rice dumplings became the zongzi we know to-
day, while the search for Qu Yuan’s became the intense 
dragon boat races. 

Now, dragon boat races and other activities are held an-
nually throughout Chinese communities across the 
world.  The canoes take the form of a traditional Chinese 
dragon, often painted in fierce vibrant colours that are 
reminiscent of the old war canoes. The team on board 
will work together to steer the boat to the finish line as 
fast as possible, while a member sits at the front and 
beats a drum to maintain morale and ensure the rowers 
keep pace and time. 
 

A page highlighting the Dragon Boat Festival, studied 
by Years 4 and 5 is in this week’s newsletter! 



 

 



 

 

T 
erm 2 Covid Safe Measures 
The Victorian Government has announced some 
important changes to COVIDSafe measures for 

schools that have applied from the start of Term 2. 
 
Face masks: Face masks, while recommended, are not 
required in any school setting. This means students in 
grades 3 to 6, staff and visitors in primary schools are no 
longer required to wear face masks. Any student or staff 
member who wishes to wear a mask may do so, including 
those who are medically at risk. 
 
Screening requirements: Students who have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19, and have completed their 7-day isola-
tion period, now do not need to undertake rapid antigen 
test (RAT) screening for 12 weeks after their release from 
isolation. This was previously 8 weeks. 
 
Household contacts: Students who are household con-
tacts of a COVID-19 case are not required to quarantine. 
They may return to school as long as they undertake rapid 
antigen tests (RAT) 5 times during their 7-day period. 
They are required to notify the school that they are a 
household contact. Students aged 8 years and above who 
are household contacts are required to wear face masks 
when indoors at school unless they have a valid exemp-
tion. If a student household contact returns a positive 
RAT result, they must isolate for 7 days.  
 
Vaccination requirements for visitors to schools: Par-
ents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing work) 
are no longer required to show evidence of two doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
RAT screening program reminder: RATs has contin-
ued to be supplied for the first 4 weeks of Term 2 to sup-
port the early detection of COVID-19 in our school. The 
testing recommendations for students and staff was to test 
at home twice a week.  This has now been amended from 
Week 5 onwards.  Please refer to our Covid-19 Update! 
  
As we approach winter and flu season, the vaccination of 
children aged 5 to 11 and booster shots for students 16+ 
remains the best way to ensure protection for students and 
staff.  
 
If you have any concerns about getting your child vac-
cinated, please get in contact with your GP or another 
health professional who can answer your questions.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support in keeping our 
school safe.  

C 
ovid-19 Update 
The ongoing supply of Rapid Antigen Tests to 
families in our school ensures that parents and 

carers have them should they need them if their child is 
a household contact or has symptoms. 
 
Families must continue to notify the Department of 
Health and the school if their child returns a positive 
RAT result. Additionally, you should inform us if any 
of your children are household contacts.  Your child/
children are required to wear a mask at school. 
 

Thank you also 
to all families 
who have taken 
the opportunity 
to have their 
child vaccinat-
ed. Vaccina-
tion continues 
to remain the 
best way to 

protect students and staff in our school.  Getting vac-
cinated is easy and bookings can be done via the corona-
virus website. If you have any questions about the vac-
cines, I encourage you to speak to your GP or a health 
practitioner. 
 
Thank you again for your ongoing cooperation and sup-
port during this time. 
 

C 
urriculum Highlights 
This week’s newsletter 
continues to highlight many 

aspects of our school’s curriculum.  
It highlights the importance of our 
excursion program which comple-
ments our inquiry units of study 
and our comprehensive specialist 
program.  The recent Year 6 excursion to the Shrine of 
Remembrance and the Melbourne Museum is show-
cased over three successive pages and our Year 6 Visual 
Arts program’s Extended Architectural Design art-
works are showcased over two successive pages!!   
 
Year 5/6 Autumn Leaves showcase our developing pho-
tographers and Year 3 Recycled Projects highlights the 
creative endeavours of our younger students! 
 

S 
tudent School Leaders’ Lunch 
Our school captains and vice-captains, along with 
Mel Dennis, student leader coordinator, accepted 

an invitation to attend Brad Battin MP's School Lead-
ers Lunch - 1st June 2022 along with other primary 
school student leaders around the electorate.   
 
The lunch was held this year on Wednesday 1st June 
2022 at Akoonah Park Centre, Cardinia St, Berwick 
from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm.  Along with an interactive 
discussion with all students on what it means to be a 
leader in your local community a pizza lunch will was 
provided. 
 
A page featuring this event has been produced for this 
week’s newsletter! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 2  
 Week ending 27th May 

 

0BC  Julie  For always having a positive attitude & having a go, even when challenged 
 

0JF  Ebrahim For working hard to spell our CVC words!  
  

0LP  Leah  For being a FANTASTIC friend who is kind to everyone in FLP. Leah, you  
    are a SUPERSTAR! 
  

0MB  Theyon For writing a fantastic story about our ‘Dress Up’  day. Congratulations. 
           
0MS  Andrew For great listening skills and for  trying so hard during benchmarking. 
  

0TL  Nylah  For making fantastic spelling choices during our writing sessions - you're  
    a star! 
 

1AB  Rithika  For your efforts in time, trying your best to determine if it is o’clock or half 
    past.  
          
1HB  Tashvi  For being  so persistent with your writing goal. When writing your letter, you 
    can now form your letters correctly and include all the features of a letter. 
    Keep it up! 
     

1HG  Sehaj  For having a positive attitude. 
        

1MD  Smaya   Well done, Smaya, for working hard and showing punctuation in your “big 
    Write” this week.  
           
1NG  Sherry  You have done a wonderful job concentrating during benchmarking. Well done.  
       

1SD  Isla  For improving in her Oxford Spelling Words and practicing at home! 
   

2AK  Johan  For your animated oral reading and confidence discussing texts. 
   

2CM  Tavreen For your wonderful explanation of your costume on Education Week’s Dress 
    Up Day! 
    

2CP  Sally  The wonderful handwriting you do everyday.  
   

2DG  Parker  For being a retell superstar!   
 

2KC  Arushi  For being such a great friend! You are always so helpful and encouraging to 
    your peers and teachers! 
        

2SM  Oscar  For confidently knowing the various spelling choices for long ‘i’ phoneme. 
           
3CH  Saheba For fitting back into the class routine quickly after returning from overseas. 
 

3DK  Kotone For presenting an exceptional recycle project to the class! You should be  
    very proud of your efforts! 
         

3AD  Eva  For consistently producing excellent quality reading journals in CAFÉ’ 
              
3ME  n/a 
       

3SA  Divyesh For creating an outstanding recycle project and presenting it beautifully to  
    the class. Amazing work!    
       

4JJ  Raunaq For fantastic research and recording of details about your world explorer. You  
    have made a great start!   
        

4LM  Logan  For having a positive attitude and working hard at school.  
 

4MC  Aaron  Working diligently and “kicking goals” in his learning. 
 

4MS  Nathaniel For making an awesome effort with your costume for Education Week. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 2  
Week ending 27th May 

      
 

4TC  Anusree For your well planned narrative. You wrote a very engaging piece showing your writer’s voice. 
 

4VK   n/a  
     

5BB  5BB  Your outstanding resilience and teamwork during last week while Ben was away. You are  
    all superstars and I’m so impressed with what you achieved this week. Well done!   
   

5BM  Finn  For his fantastic efforts in benchmarking this week. He never forgot to ‘try everything’! 
            

5EB  Charlotte For her creative front cover design for ‘Stuck in 2020’ based on her costume for Education 
    Week. 
 

5EC  Manik  His very thorough reading journal and for always being kind, calm and focussed.  
              

5MC  Irene  For being a responsible student who consistently makes good choices in the classroom. 
       

6GD  Sanjana Excellent focus and effort in class 
  

6JA  Lankini For a creative ANZAC presentation 
      

6KR  Junior  For demonstrating sportsmanship when playing in the AFL interschool sports team 
  

6LM  Akein  Because he always follows the school values and is a wonderful friend to all students   
  

6MS  Deng  Great enthusiasm and improved reading.  

 

 
   

          

SPECIALIST 

 
 

ART-SENIOR  For great enthusiasm and focus to finish off your tree collage and fantastic start on 

 3ME   your lions. Well done!    
       

PE-SENIOR   For the class being able to complete netball skills and drills to a very high standard. 
 3CH   Well done!  
        

MEDIA-SENIOR  For your amazing close-up photos!  
 5MC    
   

CHINESE-SENIOR For your amazing job learning the Dragon Boat Festival story. 
 4MC 
             

PA-SENIOR   For a fantastic lesson playing and saying different music rhythms  

 3CH 

      

PE-JUNIOR   For excellent work kicking the cone over with the soccer ball. Well done 
 0JF 
         

DIGITAL-SENIOR  You have been doing so well with your typing skills using Dame Mat typing. Keep your 
 0TL   fingers on those home keys! 

     

CHINESE-JUNIOR For your excellent effort you put into your Chinese writing. Keep it up, 1SD! 
 1SD 

         

PA-JUNIOR   For putting on entertaining “Gingerbread Man Puppet Shows”. Well done for being  
 0MS   amazing actors and amazing audience members! 

          



 

 



 

 



 

 

R 
educing the Risk COVID-19 

The maintaining of social distancing and personal hygiene habits which includes washing hands thoroughly 
and practising good sneeze/cough etiquette are all measures we can all take to combat the spread of COVID-  

    19. 



 

 


