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term dates       2021    TERM 1    28  JAN-01 APR            TERM  2    19 APR-25 JUNE 

                                                TERM 3   12  JUL-17  SEP             TERM  4    04 OCT-17 DEC  
 
08       NOV PREP 2022 BAG COLLECTIONS 08:30—10:30 AM 
09       NOV PREP 2022 BAG COLLECTIONS 04:00—06:00 PM. 
11       NOV PREP 2022 PARENT INFORMATION EVENING  - ONLINE 07:00 PM 
 
26       NOV RE-SCHEDULED REPORT WRITING DAY [PENDING SCHOOL COUNCIL APPROVAL] 
  

jim bell, principal          jenny reid, assistant principal             jo-anne doran, assistant principal                     

DATES TO REMEMBER 

R 
eturn to On-Site Schooling 
This week, from Monday 1 November, our tran-
sition back to face-to-face schooling for all year 

levels commenced.  The process was exceptionally 
smooth for all grades with lots of engaging smiles from 
the students and their teachers, however, absences on the 
day were still relatively high.  Following the Melbourne 
Cup Holiday, absences reduced, however, a significant 
number of students were still recorded absent.   With 
every year level returned, all students are expected to 
attend school as normal. This means if parents choose to 
keep their child/children home after their year level has 
returned to on-site schooling, we can no longer support 
their learning from home.    
 
This does not apply to children who need to be absent for 
health or medical reasons. For those families, please con-
tact your medical practitioner for their advice and inform 
your child’s class teacher to enable us make an appropri-
ate plan.  

For others, personal parental anxieties in relation to the 
COVID-19 context and their resultant fear of infection 
transmission is preventing their children from attending 
as normal.  Please feel assured that at school, we are con-
tinuing to enact our Covid-19 Safety Management Plan 
and implement CovidSafe behaviours to significantly 
reduce such possibility. Students in Year 3—6, along 
with staff are wearing masks with younger students en-
couraged to do the same.  Our classrooms are well venti-
lated with classroom doors and windows open for venti-
lation, we continue to be vigilant in the use of sanitiser 
and social distancing is constantly reinforced.    
 
With this shared understanding, we strongly encourage 
our families to send their children to school as normal.   
With essentially only six weeks remaining of term 4, our 
efforts will focus on a set of common and core priorities 
set down by the Department of Education and Training.  

C 
ommon and Core Priorities for the Remain-
der of Term 4 
For the remainder of term, Brentwood Park Pri-

mary School will enact the Department of Education and 
Training’s three core priorities.  These are:  
 
1. Mental Health and Wellbeing  
Our highest priority will be the wellbeing, particularly 
the mental health, of every student and member of staff.  
 

2. Learning 
Some of our students have thrived in the remote and 
flexible learning environment, others have maintained 
their learning progress, and some have fallen behind, 
despite their best efforts and those of their families and 
teachers. Our priority will be supporting both those who 
need it to catch up and those who have progressed to 
continue to extend their learning. 
 
3. Transitions 
We will make every effort to ensure successful transi-
tions for children moving from kindergarten into Prep 
and the Grade 6s moving into Year 7  
 

T 
hank You, BUNNINGS and Hunter, from 

Year  6LM 

Bunnings kindly 
donated a bench seat to 
Brentwood Park Primary 
School in honour of our 
graduating Grade 6 stu-
dents. It will be placed 
undercover near the 
school library for students 
to sit on during recess and 
lunch time.  The bench seat came in a box as individual 
pieces, so we had to build it ourselves. Everyone thought 
that it would be challenging, but I said that I would take 
on the challenge to build the bench seat. Not only did I 
put it together, but I also built it in less than ten minutes! 
 
We would like to thank Bunnings for their kind dona-
tion. The bench seat will be used by students for many 
years to come.  
            Hunter, 6LM 



 

 

C 
ontinuing Our Staggered School Dismissal 
Grade Prep children with no other sibling at 
school, will assemble outside the classrooms adja-

cent to the synthetic turf at 3.00 pm where they will be 
collected by parents who have assembled, socially dis-
tanced, on the synthetic turf.   
 
Grade 1 children along with their younger siblings, will 
assemble under the veranda of the library at 3:10 pm 
where they will be collected by parents, who have waited 
with social distancing observed, on the hardcourt.  
 
Grade 2 children along with their younger siblings will 
assemble on the far side of the hardcourt at 3:20 pm 
where they will be collected by parents, who have waited 
with social distancing observed, on the hardcourt.  
 
Given the social distancing requirements and the stag-
gered dismissal times of 3.00 pm, 3.10 pm and 3.20 pm, 
parents and their child/children will be required to leave 
school grounds promptly.  Please note, children in Grades 
3 - 6 with younger siblings will collect their younger sib-
lings from their designated dismissal areas at 3:20 pm. 
 
Grades 3 - 6, with no younger siblings,  will be dis-
missed at 3:30 pm.  Parents who collect children should 
arrange a place to meet them off-site.  Chirnside Walk, 
adjacent to our school’s northern boundary and the park 
surrounding the Brentwood Park Community Centre are 
suitable locations.  Dismissal times are not a time for par-
ents to communicate with their child’s teacher.  

 

F 
acilities Update 

With all our students returning to onsite learning 
on Monday 1 November, we refused to let the re-

sultant damage from the severe storm on the preceding 
Friday dampen our spirits. 
 
The severe wind gusts and heavy rain, caused irreparable 
damage to our shade over the hardcourts and tree damage. 
The shade covering was removed and we contacted our 
arborist to remove 
damaged tree branches 
and to conduct a safety 
inspection.   Damage to 
one of the Monterey 
Pines on our northern 
fence line was noted 
and will most likely be 
removed in coming 
days.   

F 
acilities Update  
For safety reasons, the area has been roped off 
and the Year 2, 3, 4 playground out of bounds 

until the work is undertaken.  

D 
iwali 
Brentwood 
Park Prima-

ry School is proud 
of our cultural di-
versity and embrace 
Diwali, the annual Festival of Lights.  Diwali is a five 
day event with each day holding it’s own significance 
as faith, food, fireworks, family and charity come to-
gether as one during the festive season.  Diwali is 
widely celebrated in India and is observed by Hindus, 
Sikhs, Jains and Newar Buddhists around the 
world. While Diwali stories and rituals may differ, 
they all honour the same thing:  “goodness” is always 
triumphant.  
 

S 
upporting Primary School Children in Their 
Return to Onsite learning 

Understandably, given the current context of the 
high daily rates of Covid-19 infections in the State of 
Victoria and in particular Covid-19 infections in the 
City of Casey, there will be a number of anxious par-
ents regarding the return to onsite schooling. There’s 
an information session run by the Royal Children’s 
Hospital, with doctors and professionals about students 
returning to onsite learning which can be very reassur-
ing for parents in regards to the measures schools are 
taking to keep the community safe, discussion points 
to have with our children/students and also facts on 
how COVID affects children less compared to adults. 
It’s worthwhile viewing. ‘Supporting Primary School 
Children in Their Return to Onsite Learning’, 1hour, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQvh3Wmk4Zc 

Parents are required to maintain 
social distancing and wear a mask. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DjQvh3Wmk4Zc&data=04%7C01%7CJames.Bell%40education.vic.gov.au%7C880791537c7f41c0b84408d9935fd32a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637702862035234576%7CU


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 4  
Week ending 29th October, 2021 

 

Welcome back  

students and staff of BPPS! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations on such a smooth  

transition to face to face teaching.  

It’s so wonderful to have you 

back!! 
 



 

 

Visit our blog 

New articles are added each 
week for parents and cover var-
ious topics to help families. 

A message from your Coordinator 

Just a reminder that the Rocketeers bookings are now open for Mission 4.  
Also just wanted to let everyone know that afterschool care finishes at 6pm 
so please ensure to pick up your children by then. 
Below are photos of the children celebrating Halloween in the centre. 
 

 

What’s on the menu 

Flower painting using toilet 
paper rolls 

Mandala sand art 
Chalk drawing 
Start shape cookies 

Activities coming up 

Spaghetti  
Popcorn 
Sakatas 
Sandwiches 

https://campaustralia.com.au/rocketeers
https://apps.apple.com/app/apple-store/id1529575453?pt=120333103&ct=edmbookings&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.com.campaustralia.parent
https://www.campaustralia.com.au/blog
https://www.campaustralia.com.au/


 

 

R 
educing the Risk COVID-19 

The maintaining of social distancing and personal hygiene habits which includes washing hands thoroughly 
and practising good sneeze/cough etiquette are all measures we can all take to combat the spread of COVID-  

    19. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


