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term dates

DATES TO REMEMBER
2021

TERM 1 28 JAN-01 APR
TERM 3 12 JUL-17 SEP

TERM 2
TERM 4

19 APR-25 JUNE
04 OCT-17 DEC

REMAINDER OF TERM 3 TO BE REMOTE AND FLEXIBLE LEARNING
and TEACHING PROGRAM
17
23

SEP
SEP

PARENT OPINION SURVEY CLOSES
EXPECTED ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING POSSIBLE RETURN TO SCHOOL

06

DEC

YEAR 6 –WATER SAFETY PROGRAM-CARRUM BEACH-NO COST

jim bell, principal

jenny reid, assistant principal

C

onclusion of Term
No doubt, families and staff alike will be looking
forward to the forthcoming term break and to
having themselves free from devices and the demands of
remote learning. That said, we will be commencing the
term break disheartened knowing that we are still in the
midst of lockdown phase 6 and that the upward trajectory
of confirmed cases of COVID-19 gives uncertainty for a
return to onsite schooling at the commencement of term
4.
We will await the government’s announcement on the 19
September and remain hopeful that a plan for a return to
onsite schooling will be announced.

jo-anne doran, assistant principal
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arent Opinion Survey
The Parent Opinion Survey
has been extended until Friday 17 September. Although our
records indicate that 292 invitations
were sent out, only 41 parents or
14% of our families have responded.
The percentage is disappointing, as
we do value the feedback from parents and use the Parent Opinion Survey to inform future planning. Can
we please request parents yet to complete the survey to do so. Your participation would be appreciated.
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In the meantime, and in relation to remote and flexible
learning, once again, I’d like to take the opportunity to
sincerely thank all staff for their delivery of a comprehensive program, parents for their support of their children’s learning and to the children themselves who, on
the whole, have maintained focus and commitment to
their learning by adhering to our school values - respect,
responsibility, teamwork and excellence!

I trust everyone will have a relaxing, enjoyable and safe
school break and will be geared up for the commencement of Term 4 on Monday 4 October, albeit with a possible initial return to remote and flexible learning for a
short period of time.
Jim Bell, principal

pring
School
Holiday Program
Casey
Tech
School is excited to announce their Spring
School Holiday Programs.
Bookings are
now open.
•
mBots (Grade 5 - Year 8) online workshop:
10:00am—11:30am Thursday 30th September
Code mBot robots to solve a series of challenges
using free mBlock coding software. Learn about
sequence, decisions, repetition and functions using a drag-and-drop programming environment. Book now.
•
Python Coding for Beginners (Grade 5 - Year
8) online workshop: 10:00am — 11:30am Friday
1st October. The next step from block programming, this workshop will cover the basics of the
Python coding language. Learn how to use free
Google Colab software to write your own scripts.
Suits participants who have experience with block
coding and are ready for script coding. Book
now.
If you would like more information, please get in touch community@caseytechschool.vic.edu.au

Live and Interactive
School Holiday Science Workshops
Dear parents
Our Spring 2021 Science Workshops will be running from Monday 20th to Thursday 21st September 2021 and will be filled
with interactive hands-on home science for your students. Join our stuck-at-home science presenters for Going Bananas, Weather
and Weathering, Around your Home with the Electromagnetic Spectrum and Plastic Fantastic.
Due to the continuing COVID-19 safety measures, PrimeSCI! will still be providing live-streamed Zoom workshops for the upcoming School Holidays.
The live workshops are scheduled to run for a minimum of 40 minutes and include exciting demonstrations, hands-on activities to
follow at home, interactive polls, and the opportunity to post science questions to be answered by our PrimeSCI! presenters.
Our online interactive workshops are best suited for upper primary students (Grades 3 - 6), but with assistance, younger scientists
will be able to participate too. Adult supervision is required for some activities in Monday's Plastic Fantastic workshop and Thursday's Weather and Weathering workshop.
Book online now at: https://www.trybooking.com/BUELR
Enrolment Fee: $10.50 per family (including Trybooking Fee)
PLEASE NOTE: Your students’ privacy and internet safety is important to us. Children will only be able to view our presenters, and
not any other participants.
MONDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER, 9:30am AEST
Plastic Fantastic NOW INCLUDES BIO-PLASTIC
Explore the amazing world of plastics! Go beyond looking at plastics as just waste materials that can be recycled. Learn how
plastics are sorted, explore their different behaviours, look at their molecular makeup and make your own bioplastic. Active adult supervision required.
Presenters: Naomi & Sandy
TUESDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER, 9:30am AEST
Around Your Home with the Electromagnetic Spectrum NEW!!
What is the electromagnetic spectrum and where do we find it? Learn how the EMF spectrum puts the "zap" in our microwaves and the "remote" in our remote controls!
Presenters: Lydia & Sandy
WEDNESDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER, 9:30am AEST
Going Bananas NEW!!
Find out more about the science of bananas. Bake banana muffins, draw scientific diagrams and learn about why bananas
turn brown and mushy!
Presenters: Lydia & Heather
THURSDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER, 9:30am AEST
Weather and Weathering NEW!!
Why doesn’t salt water become salt rain? What is the difference between weather and weathering? Explore the importance
of the Earth's water cycle and the rock cycle. Active adult supervision required.
Presenters: Naomi & Heather

For more exciting and fun PrimeSCI! information head to our website www.swinburne.edu.au/primesci
I hope your family can join us!
The PrimeSCI! Team
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urriculum Highlights
he Mid-Autumn Festival 中秋节
At Brentwood Park Primary School, we are enThe Mid-Autumn Festival is also called the Chiriched with the cultural diversity of our school comnese Moon Festival. China is in the northern
munity. Being so contributes significantly to the internahemisphere and according to the Chinese lunar
tionalisation of our curriculum.
calendar (and traditional solar calendar), the 8th month is
the second month of autumn.
The Mid-Autumn Festival, also known as Moon Festival or
Mooncake Festival is a traditional festival celebrated by For the Full Moon
many East and Southeast Asian people. It is the second- On the 15th of the lunar calendar, each
most important holiday after Chinese New Year with a his- month, the moon is at its roundest and
tory dating back 3,000 years. The celebration is called brightest, symbolizing togetherness
Chuseok (autumn eve) in Korea, Tsukimi (moon-viewing) and reunion in Chinese culture. Famiin Japan and Tết Trung Thu (Mid-Autumn Festival) in Vi- lies get together sharing meals, appreciating the moon, eating moon cakes,
etnam.
etc. The harvest moon is traditionally
believed to be the brightest of the year.
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For Harvest Celebration
Month 8 day 15, is traditionally the
time rice is supposed to mature and be
harvested. So people celebrate the harvest to show their gratitude.

hinese Language and Culture
Mooncake Festival is upon us, but like many other
events in Melbourne, it will be celebrated differently
emote and Flexible Learning Phase 6
this year by our participating families due to the
Our staff continue to create and communicate a
current lockdown restrictions on gatherings and
schedule or calendar that shows what is expected of
travel.
students in relation to the completion of learning tasks.
This is uploaded onto the Showbie platform for students
Mid-Autumn Festival, otherwise known as the and parents to access. The need for flexibility is underMooncake Festival or Lantern Festival, is tradi- stood to enable parents’ availability to support. The foltionally celebrated on the 15th day of the eighth lowing are the daily minimum guidelines schools are exChinese lunar calendar month. This year, it starts pected to meet:
on Tuesday 21 September.
For students in Prep to Grade 2, schools will provide
Emperors used it as a way to celebrate the year's learning programs that include the following as a miniharvest and would feast and make offerings to mum:
the moon goddess. Mooncakes, which are tradi- •
literacy activities that take a total of about 45-60
tionally eaten at the time, are round, dense little
minutes
cakes that represent the fullness of the moon. •
numeracy activities of about 30-45 minutes
They would usually contain a single salted duck •
additional learning areas, play-based learning and
egg yolk in the centre to further symbolise the
physical activity of about 30-45 minutes.
moon.
For students in Grades 3 to 6, schools will provide learning programs that include the following, as a minimum:
•
Literacy: 45-60 minutes
•
Numeracy: 30-45 minutes
•
Physical activities: 30 minutes
•
Additional curriculum areas: 90 minutes
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This week, our newsletter features highlights from our Specialist Programs undertaken during remote and flexible learning!
Nowadays, Mooncake Festival provides families with the
opportunity to reunite and celebrate together, eating We include feature pages from
our Visual Arts, Performing
mooncakes and lighting lanArts, Digital Learning and, Chinese Language and Culture!
Year 4 TC is also featured supporting student wellbeing!

Term 3
Week ending 17th September, 2021
!

THANK YOU TO ALL STAFF FOR THEIR
DELIVERY OF A COMPREHENSIVE
PROGRAM, PARENTS FOR THEIR SUPPORT
OF THEIR CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND TO
THE CHILDREN THEMSELVES WHO, ON THE
WHOLE, HAVE MAINTAINED FOCUS AND
COMMITMENT TO THEIR LEARNING BY
ADHERING TO OUR SCHOOL VALUES—
RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, TEAMWORK
AND EXCELLENCE OVER THE PAST NINE
WEEKS! YOU SHOUD ALL BE SO PROUD!
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educing the Risk COVID-19
The maintaining of social distancing and personal hygiene habits which includes washing hands thoroughly
and practising good sneeze/cough etiquette are all measures we can all take to combat the spread of COVID19.

