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DATES TO REMEMBER
term dates

2020

15 APRIL

REMOTE LEARNING COMMENCES YEAR PREP—YEAR 6

30 APRIL

BOOK CLUB ORDERS DUE. SEE VIRTUAL CATALOGUE LINK ON PAGE 13

NOTE:

YEAR 6 CAMP – PHILLIP ISLAND ADVENTURE RESORT HAS BEEN CANCELLED

jim bell, principal

TERM 1 28 JAN-27 MAR
TERM 3 13 JUL-18 SEP

TERM 2 14 APR-26 JUNE
TERM 4 5 OCT-18 DEC

jenny reid, assistant principal

A

NZAC Commemorative Service
Although social distancing, as a
result of restrictions due to Covid19, prevented public gatherings to recognise ANZAC Day in the format of past
years, the significance of the day was still
recognised throughout communities.

jo-anne doran, assistant principal

Additionally, in maintaining traditions of past years, a
wreath from the Brentwood Park Primary School Community was laid at the cenotaph in Berwick.

As a school currently undertaking remote learning,
commemorating this special day was still important
to us, hence, with support
from staff member, Mel
Dennis, an online commemorative ANZAC Service was conducted by our
school captains and house
captains, accessed from our
school website and with
notification forwarded through Skoolbag. Senior students
of essential workers undertaking their remote learning at
school respectfully viewed our service on Friday afternoon.

R

emote Learning: Term 2 - Week 3
Zoom meetings continue to scheduled, and it
remains preferable that students participate,
however, we continue to be are aware that some families
may be unable to join in all of them. If unable, please
continue to contact the classroom teacher via Showbie.
Wednesday and Friday afternoons continue to be scheduled for classroom teachers to work in their professional
learning teams to plan the program of instruction for the
forthcoming week. These afternoons could be an opportunity for students to participate in the Specialist Programs, however , these could equally be under taken
at alternative times throughout the week or weekends.
Classroom daily programs will continue be released the
evening prior and can be accessed at later dates. Specialist programs will continue to be released from Monday
of each week. Flexibility for the completion of work by
accommodating the time constraints of families is
acknowledged.

Y

ear 7 Transition
Last week, the
families of students in Year 6 would
have received an email
with the form Application
for year 7 Placement
2021, as a attachment.
The completed form needs
to be returned to Brentwood Park Primary School by Friday 29 May 2020. If
you are not in receipt of the email, please contact the
school office.

A

cknowledgements
We continue to be
appreciative of the
support we have been receiving from parents and
the positive comments
they are forwarding to the
staff in relation to the thoroughness of staff’s preparation of remote learning
activities, their delivery of the program and their interaction with the students.
We are also very much aware that it is an extremely challenging time for those parents who are also working from
home and doing their best to support their children’s
learning. Flexibility has been built into the remote learning program for the completion of work by students. By
accommodating the time constraints of families in this
manner we remain hopeful that the “juggling” between
demands is more manageable.

Fatima, Year 6 JA

F

acilities Update
From those who pass by, it may look like little has
been achieved, however, all work undertaken to
date has been underground with services relocated and
major drainage and sewage pipes either relocated or laid.
As informed previously, although progress is a little
slower than
expected,
contractors,
like everyone
else, need to
maintain social distancing with limited numbers
being
allowed on site
at a time!

R

emote Learning
Congratulations are extended to our students for
their focus on learning!! Given recent ANZAC
commemorations, the Year 6 classes participated in literacy activities on the significance of ANZACS with a focus on exploring various styles of poetry. A sampling of
student poems has been included in this week’s newsletter.

Peyton, Year 6 JA

Year 6 JL

wwh

Year 6 MB

R

educing the Risk
COVID-19

The maintaining of social distancing and personal hygiene habits which includes washing hands thoroughly and practising good sneeze/cough etiquette are all measures we can all take to combat the spread of
COVID-19

REMOTE LEARNING—VISUAL ARTS —YEAR 6, Year 2 and Year Prep
With Jess Murphy, visual arts teacher
Year 6:

a focus on colour exploration and one point perspective

Year 2:

a focus on colour exploration and the colour wheel

Year Prep: a focus on colour exploration and the colour wheel

REMOTE LEARNING

Students from 2CV are really enjoying
the remote learning program at home. As
part of our writing component, the
students completed a writing activity
where they needed to choose a ‘setting’
and describe what they see, hear, smell
and touch in relation to that chosen
setting.

2CV are presenting
creative, colorful and well
presented work.

THE STUDENTS OF
BRENTWOOD PARK
PRIMARY SCHOOL
ARE ALL
STARS OF THE WEEK



WE ARE SO PROUD OF
YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS
AND DEDICATION
TOWARDS YOUR
REMOTE LEARNING

STATEMENT ON SCHOOL CLOSURES IN VICTORIA
Dr Brett Sutton MBBS MPHTM FAFPHM FRSPH FACTM MFTM
Victorian Chief Health Officer
Victorian Chief Human Biosecurity Officer
The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) met recently to consider the issue of school closures
in relation to the community transmission of COVID-19.
The Committee’s advice is that pre-emptive school closures are not likely to be proportionate or effective as a public
health intervention to prevent community transmission of COVID-19 at this time.
As Victoria’s Chief Health Officer and as a member of the AHPPC, I fully endorse this advice in relation to schools in
Victoria.
There is currently limited information on the contribution of children to transmission of COVID-19. The WHO-China
Joint Mission noted the primary role of household transmission and observed that children tended to be infected
from adults.
Previous work suggests that the potential reduction in community transmission from pre-emptive school closures
may be offset by the care arrangements that are in place for children who are not at school.
There is a particular risk associated with the fact that children may require care from vulnerable grandparents or may
continue to associate (and transmit infection) outside of school settings.
Broadly, the health advice on school closures from previous respiratory epidemics shows the health costs are often
underestimated and the benefits are overestimated.
This may be even more so in relation to COVID-19 as unlike influenza, the impact on otherwise healthy children has
been minimal to date.
For pre-emptive school closures to be effective, prolonged closure is required and it would be unclear when they
could be re-opened. If there were still a large pool of susceptible students when schools are re-opened, there would
be likely to be re-emergence of transmission in the community.
School closures may still be considered late in the outbreak in anticipation of a peak in infection rates, for a shorter
period of time. Short term reactive school closures may also be warranted to allow cleaning and contact tracing to
occur.
Should evidence change in relation to school closures then my advice to the sector, in collaboration with AHPPC,
would of course change also.

P

LEASE DIRECT MONEY FOR EXCURSIONS, ETC TO YOUR CLASSROOM TEACHER - NOT TO THE
OFFICE.

Please hand money and permission slip in sealed envelopes to classroom teacher first thing in the morning. By following this process teachers are aware that your child will be attending the excursion and mark them off their lists.
Money is collected by office staff and processed each morning and a receipt given back to teachers along with permission slips. All money is tallied and banked daily – no money is left on the premises.
Please deliver cash in a sealed envelope with your child’s name and grade on the front by 9.30 a.m. If you have a
number of children attending an excursion you can place all money and permission slips in the one envelope with
children’s names and grades on the front and deliver to one of the children’s teachers. The office staff will be able to
allocate money to the children’s particular items and distribute permission slips and receipts back to teachers. Envelopes are available at the office.
We also have a new Qkr payment system on our Skoolbag app. If you download our Skoolbag app and Qkr payment
app you can now pay for your child’s excursion on line.
All change will be delivered to the children in the afternoon.
Re-imbursements will only be made under certain circumstances
Notices are sent out with a final collection time – please adhere to this time. All money and per mission slips ar e
required to be sent back by this date – otherwise your child will not be able to attend. This enables us to confirm
bookings and numbers with bus companies and organisations we are visiting. Also we need to send details to the Department of Education Emergency Management for all excursions, camps, etc. We also need to accommodate students
who will not be attending.
We would appreciate it if parents could please follow these processes.

