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DATES TO REMEMBER
term dates

2020

27 MAR
27 MAR
14 APR

LAST DAY OF TERM 1 - 2.30PM FINISH
EASTER RAFFLE—FREE DRESS-DONATE EASTER ITEM FOR HAMPER
TERM TWO BEGINS

jim bell, principal

TERM 1 28 JAN-27 MAR
TERM 3 13 JUL-18 SEP

TERM 2 14 APR-26 JUNE
TERM 4 5 OCT-18 DEC

jenny reid, assistant principal

C

oronavirus [COVID-19] Update
As you may be aware, the World
Health Organization declared the
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) a pandemic
reflecting widespread increasing transmission of the virus globally. Travel bans have
been extended to include Italy, in addition
to the existing bans to the Republic of Korea, Iran and mainland China.

jo-anne doran, assistant principal

R

educing the Risk
We have placed signage around the school
and in classrooms, and are instructing our students on personal hygiene measures we can all take, which include
washing hands thoroughly and practising good sneeze/
cough etiquette.

The Department of Education and Training (DET) continues to work closely with the Department of Health and
Human Services (DHHS) to plan for and respond to the
likely impact on schools.
You will be aware through media reports of some
schools closing in response to confirmed COVID-19 cases. These actions are taken on the recommendation of
DHHS to allow time for contact tracing and with the
health and safety of staff and students in the school community front of mind.
Categories for contacting DHHS:
We continue to closely monitor the situation and are reg the person is a confirmed case of COVID-19
ularly informed with updates from the Department of
 the person is a close contact of a confirmed case of Education and Training and act on their advice accordCOVID-19 in the past 14 days.
ingly when things change. A statement on non school
closures, at this time, from the Department of Health
‘Close contact’ is defined by DHHS as someone who has and Human Services is included in this newsletter. Howhad at least 15 minutes of face-to-face contact with a ever, based on advice, some changes our school has put
confirmed case, or shared a closed space with someone in place right away are:
for more than two hours with a confirmed case.

No school assemblies

Amended School Athletics Carnival - reorganised
Unless a student or staff member is identified as being in
into year levels which would still enable the idenone of the two above categories, a school does not need
tification of students for the next stage of competito take further action. As a Victorian government school,
tion, assuming they go ahead.
we are obliged to administer procedures and operate
within the Department of Education and Training school 
Year 6 camp postponed
operations guidelines. The current context of the novel 
Excursions and interschool sports cancelled
coronavirus [COVID-19] is regularly outlined to staff
who have also been provided with links to fact sheets Further advice is available on the Victorian Governand health promotion materials for use with students in ment’s Department of Health and Human Services webtheir classrooms.
site.
Jim Bell, principal

STATEMENT ON SCHOOL CLOSURES IN VICTORIA
Dr Brett Sutton MBBS MPHTM FAFPHM FRSPH FACTM MFTM
Victorian Chief Health Officer
Victorian Chief Human Biosecurity Officer
The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) met recently to consider the issue of school closures
in relation to the community transmission of COVID-19.
The Committee’s advice is that pre-emptive school closures are not likely to be proportionate or effective as a public
health intervention to prevent community transmission of COVID-19 at this time.
As Victoria’s Chief Health Officer and as a member of the AHPPC, I fully endorse this advice in relation to schools in
Victoria.
There is currently limited information on the contribution of children to transmission of COVID-19. The WHO-China
Joint Mission noted the primary role of household transmission and observed that children tended to be infected
from adults.
Previous work suggests that the potential reduction in community transmission from pre-emptive school closures
may be offset by the care arrangements that are in place for children who are not at school.
There is a particular risk associated with the fact that children may require care from vulnerable grandparents or may
continue to associate (and transmit infection) outside of school settings.
Broadly, the health advice on school closures from previous respiratory epidemics shows the health costs are often
underestimated and the benefits are overestimated.
This may be even more so in relation to COVID-19 as unlike influenza, the impact on otherwise healthy children has
been minimal to date.
For pre-emptive school closures to be effective, prolonged closure is required and it would be unclear when they
could be re-opened. If there were still a large pool of susceptible students when schools are re-opened, there would
be likely to be re-emergence of transmission in the community.
School closures may still be considered late in the outbreak in anticipation of a peak in infection rates, for a shorter
period of time. Short term reactive school closures may also be warranted to allow cleaning and contact tracing to
occur.
Should evidence change in relation to school closures then my advice to the sector, in collaboration with AHPPC,
would of course change also.

F

acilities Update
Throughout the
course of 2019,
our school council
embarked upon the
preliminary work for
the
upgrade
and
refurbishment of our
administration facilities. Early last year, school council
had the opportunity to meet architect, Michael Williams,
project director, of Williams Ravi Architects, with regard
to the floorplate design, elevations and projected costs
for the works to be carried out. On the 3 March 2020 ,
we received approval to enter into the construction
contracts. We hope to have works commence on the
forthcoming school break commencing 30 March.

P

unctuality
It is concerning that
so many children are
arriving at school after nine
o’ clock and although
parents may think that a
little lateness is nothing to
be concerned about, it can
have a significant impact on
a child’s learning.
School starts promptly at nine o’ clock with the first
lesson of the day, whether it be the classroom lesson or a
specialist lesson. Children who are late then miss out on
the “tuning in” component of the lesson.

H

armony Day: ORANGE Dress Up
Orange is the colour chosen to r epr esent
Harmony Day. Traditionally, orange signifies
social communication and meaningful conversations. It
also relates to the freedom of ideas and encouragement of
mutual respect. Australians can choose to wear
something orange during Harmony Week to show their
support for cultural diversity and an inclusive Australia.
Australia is a vibrant and multicultural country — from
the oldest continuous culture of our first Australians to
the cultures of our newest arrivals from around the
world. Our cultural diversity is one of our greatest
strengths and is at the heart of who we are. It makes
Australia a great place to live. Multicultural Australia is
an integral part of our national identity. All people who
migrate to Australia bring with them some of their own
cultural and religious traditions, as well as taking on
many new traditions. Collectively, these traditions have
enriched our nation.

S

ports Shorts - Swimming News
Congratulations to the eleven swimmers who
competed at the Division Carnival last week. This
event is very high in standard with many outstanding
swimmers from eight districts in total competing. Our
swimmers all experienced a podium finish, which is a
fantastic result. The excitement and joy the team shared
for each other was terrific to see. The parents who came
along to support certainly helped and Jo loved seeing the
swimmers all compete to their very best. Unfortunately,
at this stage the Regional Carnival is postponed.

We appreciate that lateness, on occasion, can result when
traffic congestion is high, however, this isn’t always the
case with repeated lateness. Every minute … and every 
11 Year old boys’ relay team: 1st place
day counts! Lost learning time is illustrated in the 
Open boys’ medley relay: 1st place
following tables.

9/10 Year old girls’ relay: 3rd place

Jack 3rd place in breaststroke
ultural Diversity Week

Min 1st and 2nd in backstroke and breaststroke
This
year,
Cultural
respectively
Diversity Week will be

Hayden 2nd in backstroke
held from 21 – 29 March with
the
theme
‘Curiosity.
Thanking you for your continued support.
Conversation.
Community.’
Jim Narayan and Mel Dennis, H.&P.E.
Although Harmony Day is held
on Saturday 21 March, we’ll be
chool Athletics
commencing our celebrations on Friday 20 March!
It was disappointing
Unfortunately, our opening ceremony and guest
that
our
annual
performers have been cancelled as a result of actions put
in place regarding COVID-19, however, we will still athletics carnival could not
endeavour to make the day a significant event for our be held as scheduled,
however, an amended
students.
program for the senior
school,
arent/Teacher Interviews
reorganised into year levels, still
Parent/Teacher interviews were
enabled student participation and the
held
on Monday 16th and
identification of students for the next
Tuesday 17th March and, accordingly,
stage of competition,
provided an opportunity for parents to
assuming they go
meet with their child’s teacher to
ahead. The junior
discuss progress, achievement and future learning goals.
school will hopefully
Given the current context and anxiety regarding
have their athletics
coronavirus [COVID-19] our participation rate was less
day to coincide with
than it was in previous years. However, for those who
the
forthcoming
took the opportunity to attend, we trust you found the
Olympics
in July.
interviews valuable.

C

S

P

Term 1

Week ending 13 March, 2020
0BC

Juann

for displaying wonderful organisational skills. Well done.

0JF

n/a

0JH

Rubani

for trying your hardest to sound out words in your writing!

0LP

Ayla

0SM

Parker

for ALWAYS using her FANTASTIC listening skills. Ayla, you are
AWESOME!
for his positive attitude to learning. You are a star!

0TL

Ameen

for having a go at reading. Well done.

1TN

Julia

1NG

Onari

for being a kind and respectful student of BPPS. We love having you in
1TN.
for always completing your homework to a high standard. Well done!

1HG

Prisha

1KC

Isla

1NC

Lawrence

for including interesting “hook” openers in your recount writing. WELL
DONE!
for showing great confidence and enthusiasm during our swimming
program! Well done!
for your amazing recount about the veggie garden. It was very detailed.

1AB

Saanvi

for working hard to include WOW words into your recount. Well done!

2CP

Alison

for joining in class discussions and sharing her thoughts.

2CV

Nethusha

for his incredible reading progression! Amazing work!

2RG

Mehtab

2AD

Oliver

2SD

Daniel

for always trying to do his best and making suggestions in maths. Well
done!
for being a supportive, kind and caring classmate. We are so lucky to have
you!
for being a superstar!

2AK

Charlotte

2CM

Mingkun

3DK

Chelsea

for consistently demonstrating the BPPS values and being a positive role
model.
for showing accurate and very quick mental maths skills this week. You're
a maths whiz!
for consistently completing classwork to an outstanding standard!

3SA

Kaitlyn

for working hard on developing her predicting skills in CAFÉ this week.

3MF

Manuth

for always having a positive attitude and consistently trying his best!

3CH

Kunal

3MS

Amy

4SM

Yun

4EC

Nithish

for being my faithful assistant ‘sticky tape man’ when measuring the area
of our classroom!
for demonstrating your understanding of family facts and inverse
operations in maths this week.
for demonstrating responsibility and excellent work habits. Keep it up,
Yun!
for writing a fabulous orientation this week. Well done!

4LM

Xaver

for your great attitude towards learning and presenting beautiful work.

Term 1

Week ending 13 March, 2020
4MC

Seth

4VA

Thakshi

5JG

Sophie

5EB

Jackson

5MC

Sienna

5LM

Britney

for being such an eager and enthusiastic participant during our excursion to
Deep Creek. Well done!
for demonstrating productive and responsible work habits to achieve great
work!
for achieving great results by persisting and finishing set tasks to a high
standard.
for being a respectful student who is always willing to work and help any of
his classmates.
for being a polite and well mannered student who is always respectful to her
teachers and peers!
for her detailed reading journal on the ‘Storm Boy’ text. Well done!

5BM

Latika

for always being a positive member of the class.

6JA

Holly

for a great reading journal and diary entry. Great work!

6MK

Jayde

6JL

Aaron

6MS

Angus

for her kind, caring and helpful nature. You are a great friend and student,
Jayde!
for being a valued member of our class, who always demonstrates the school
values.
for helpful and considerate behaviour towards others.

6MB

Ethan

for trying different strategies to solve multiplication equations.

SPECIALIST CLASSES
LOTE. Chunyan
2CP
LOTE. Daisy
5LM
P. Arts. Kenneth
6JA

for your inquisitive minds and excellent participation in discussing the
meaning of Chinese characters.
for your excellent participation in the “snap” game!
for confidently singing a song in a different language.

P.E.

Jim
1TN

for the whole class displaying the correct procedure when starting a race.

P.E.

Mel
4SM

for their wonderful listening when starting a race.

V. Arts. Jessica
6MK
V. Arts. Bree
5EB
D. Tech. Lisa
1HG

congratulations 6MK for being able to show foreground, middle ground and
background in your artwork.
for demonstrating great concentration while drawing cacti and adding tone
with fine liner.
you were focused and organised during the lesson using Tux Paint this week.
Some of your drawings relating to cyber safety were detailed and used lots of
functions of the software. Congratulations!

COUPON CODE
BRENTPARK10

P

LEASE DIRECT MONEY FOR EXCURSIONS, ETC TO YOUR CLASSROOM TEACHER - NOT TO THE
OFFICE.

Please hand money and permission slip in sealed envelopes to classroom teacher first thing in the morning. By following this process teachers are aware that your child will be attending the excursion and mark them off their lists.
Money is collected by office staff and processed each morning and a receipt given back to teachers along with permission slips. All money is tallied and banked daily – no money is left on the premises.
Please deliver cash in a sealed envelope with your child’s name and grade on the front by 9.30 a.m. If you have a
number of children attending an excursion you can place all money and permission slips in the one envelope with
children’s names and grades on the front and deliver to one of the children’s teachers. The office staff will be able to
allocate money to the children’s particular items and distribute permission slips and receipts back to teachers. Envelopes are available at the office.
We also have a new Qkr payment system on our Skoolbag app. If you download our Skoolbag app and Qkr payment
app you can now pay for your child’s excursion on line.
All change will be delivered to the children in the afternoon.
Re-imbursements will only be made under certain circumstances
Notices are sent out with a final collection time – please adhere to this time. All money and per mission slips ar e
required to be sent back by this date – otherwise your child will not be able to attend. This enables us to confirm
bookings and numbers with bus companies and organisations we are visiting. Also we need to send details to the Department of Education Emergency Management for all excursions, camps, etc. We also need to accommodate students
who will not be attending.
We would appreciate it if parents could please follow these processes.

