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DATES TO REMEMBER
term dates

2020

31 JAN
03 FEB
07 FEB
13 FEB
14 FEB
25 FEB
02 MAR

CANTEEN OPENS
STRING ORCHESTRA LESSONS BEGIN
VIOLIN CLASSES FOR BEGINNERS BEGIN
YEAR 4 DEEP CREEK EXCURSION
KEYBOARD LESSONS COMMENCE
YEAR 3 SCIENCEWORKS EXCURSION
YR 1 & 2 SWIMMING PROGRAM COMMENCES

jim bell, principal

S

TERM 1 28 JAN-27 MAR
TERM 3 13 JUL-18 SEP

TERM 2 14 APR-26 JUNE
TERM 4 5 OCT-18 DEC

jenny reid, assistant principal

tart of School
We were indeed fortunate to have experienced a
comfortable temperature on Wednesday 29 January for our students’ first day of school and despite the
higher temperature on Thursday and that predicted for
Friday, it’s pleasing to report to our community, the extremely smooth start to the school year. With an enrolment of 960+ students, books were quickly unpacked,
welcomes and introductions exchanged and lessons readily commenced! Thanks are forwarded to the staff who
worked so industriously in the week before the students
commenced to ensure such a smooth start to the year.
The classrooms, as always, were organized, colourful
and welcoming!

jo-anne doran, assistant principal

S

tart of School
The efforts of the children themselves, assisted
by their parents, must also be
acknowledged. The manner in
which they commenced the
2020 school year is commendable. Our cohort of 144 preps
settled extremely well into
their first year of school! With
photographs taken by accompanying parents, final hugs
were exchanged and the children soon became absorbed
in their classroom activities.

C

oronavirus Advice for Parents, Families and
School Communities
You are, no doubt, well aware of the outbreak of
a novel coronavirus in Wuhan City, Hubei Province,
China. The Australian Government has advised that
there is no cause for alarm with respect to the coronavirus and that the risk to the Australian public remains
relatively low. The Department of Education and Training has consulted with Victoria’s Chief Health Officer
and Department of Health and Human Services to provide advice to parents, families and school communities.
The details are included on the following page.
The current context of the novel coronavirus was outlined to staff. They were also provided links to fact
sheets and health promotion materials for use with students in their classrooms.
As a Victorian government school, we are obliged to
administer procedures and operate within the Department of Education and Training school operations guidelines.

A

nnual Privacy Reminder
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores
student and parent personal information for
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as
stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy

Staff Welcome

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/
schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s
collection statement, found on our website and
included in this week’s newsletter for your reference.

For more information about privacy, see: Schools’
Privacy Policy – information for parents https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schools-privacypolicy-information-for-parents.aspx
This information also available in nine community
languages.

N

ew Mobile Phone Policy
The Victorian Government takes the safe and
responsible use of digital technologies, student
safety and wellbeing, and the development of social
skills and positive behaviour, very seriously. A new
mobile phone policy takes effect from Term 1, 2020.

M

usical News
We are very
pleased
to
inform
our
school
community that violin
lessons are continuing to
be offered for those
interested students.

Whilst the Victorian Government acknowledges that we
live in a technology-rich world where mobile phones are
an important communication tool, research has found
that mobile phones can be disruptive in classrooms and
open to misuse at school. The unregulated presence of
mobile phones in classrooms can undermine students’
capacity to think, learn, remember, pay attention and Eun-ju Lee, violin teacher, has informed us that the
lessons will commence next week.
regulate emotion.
Primary students are discouraged from bringing mobile 
phones to school unless travelling independently to and
from school.

S

taff Welcome
I’m pleased to inform our school community that
we retained all of our current staffing for 2020 and
that, in addition, two new staff members have joined us 
and three former staff members have returned to
Brentwood Park. We sincerely and officially welcome
Mark Swift and Felicity Charrett as teaching staff
members of Brentwood Park and welcome back Kenneth
Mills, performing arts teacher, Michelle Conroy,
classroom teacher and Elmene Satiawan, education
support.

New Violin Classes for Beginners: The violin
lessons for beginners will commence on Friday 7
February. They will be conducted every Friday
after school in the Performing Arts Centre.
Parents who are interested are encouraged to email
Eun-ju Lee [ejlee94@gmail.com]
String Orchestra: Str ing or chestr a classes will
be commencing on Monday 3 February. For any
enquiries,
please
contact
Eun-ju
Lee
[ejlee94@gmail.com]

Mark is an experienced classroom teacher who has had
the bulk of his experience teaching in the United
Kingdom and Felicity’s most recent experience has been
with us when, at short notice, she took on the junior
school performing arts role in Term 4 last year!
Given the current enrolment and projected enrolment for
2020, a new administration staff member also joins us
this year! A sincere welcome is extended to Barb Scott
who has joined us from her former administration/
accounts receivable position at Alkira College!

B

eing Sun Smart
Parents are reminded
that, as a SunSmart
school, all children are
A full staffing list for 2020 is again presented in this expected to wear a wide-brimmed school hat when
outside at recess and lunchtimes, and during their health
week’s newsletter for your reference.
and physical education lessons.

PRIMARY SCHOOL
PRIVACY INFORMATION for parents and carers
During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect your
child’s personal and health information when necessary to educate your child, or to support your
child’s social and emotional wellbeing or health in the school context. Such information will also be
collected when required to fulfil a legal obligation, including duty of care, anti-discrimination law
and occupational health and safety law. If that information is not collected, the school may be unable
to provide optimal education or support to your child, or fulfil those legal obligations.
For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary welfare officer
or wellbeing staff member. If your child is referred to a specific health service at school, such as a
Student Support Services officer, the required consent will be obtained. Our school also collects information provided by parents and carers through the School Entrance Health Questionnaire (SEHQ)
and the Early Childhood Intervention Service (ECIS) Transition Form.
Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to effectively collect and manage
information about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent communication and engagement; student administration; and school management purposes. When our school uses these online
tools, we take steps to ensure that your child’s information is secure. If you have any concerns about
the use of these online tools, please contact us.
School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff who need to
know to enable the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal obligation.

When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health information
about that student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this information is in the best
interests of our students and assists that next school to provide optimal education and support to students.
In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and outside of the
Department of Education and Training). The school will seek your consent for such disclosures unless the disclosure is allowed or mandated by law.
Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal and health
information, all school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more information about
privacy including about how to access personal and health information held by the school about you
or your child, see our school’s privacy policy: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/
schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service officers, youth
workers, social workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners and all other staff at our
school. This includes employees, agents and service providers (contractors) of the Department,
whether paid or unpaid.

Staffing at Brentwood Park
Principal
Assistant Principals

Jim Bell
Jenny Reid
Jo-Anne Doran

Business Manager

Sue Moore

Office Manager / Human Resources

Maree Dale

Office Administration

Mandy Scarlett

Office Administration / Accounts Receivable

Barb Scott

Office Administration/First Aid

Ros Cleversley

Year 6 JA
Year 6 MK
Year 6 MB
Year 6 JL
Year 6 MS

Room 38
Room 39
Room 7
Room 9
Room 10

Judy Anderson
Marina Kesegic
Melissa Butcher
Jessica Lee [Porziella]
Mark Swift

Year 5 LM
Year 5 MC
Year 5 EB
Year 5 BM
Year 5 JG

Room 8
Room 23
Room 24
Room 25
Room 26

Leanne Maslen
Leah McCartney
Ebony Bashford
Beth McPhan
Julia Groves

Year 4 SM
Year 4 EC
Year 4 LM
Year 4 MC
Year 4 VA

Room 13
Room 14
Room 15
Room 16
Room 37

Shanitha Maharaj
Emily Calabria
Linda Moore
Michelle Conroy
Vicki Kromlidis / Angela Vetsicas

Year 3 DK
Year 3 CH
Year 3 MS
Year 3 SA
Year 3 MF

Room 18
Room 11
Room 12
Room 21
Room 22

Donna Kelly
Carolyn Hilton
Marissa Shami
Shelley-Anne Adams
Melissa Forkgen

Year 2 CM
Year 2 AK
Year 2 SD
Year 2 AD
Year 2 RG
Year 2 CV
Year 2 CP

Room 36
Room 35
Room 34
Room 33
Room 28
Room 27
Room 17

Catherine Murray
Amy Kleinsmit
Sibel Durak [Yurtbasi]
Amy Dickson
Rosemary Gloz / Gabrielle Douglas
Cassie Van Zeyl
Cathi Priest

Year 1 TN
Year 1 MK
Year 1 HG
Year 1 KC
Year 1 NC
Year 1 AB

Room 19
Room 20
Room 29
Room 30
Room 31
Room 32

Tam Nguyen
Nicole Garrett
Heather Ghazarian
Kirsty Courtis
Natasha Cooper
Alyce Bagnall

Year 0 TL
Year 0 JF
Year 0 BC
Year 0 SM
Year 0 JH
Year 0 LP

Room 1
Room 2
Room 3
Room 4
Room 5
Room 6

Tania Lucas
Jessica Fergusen
Bronwyn Coombs
Sharlene Marsche
Jasmine Hill
Lyn Pearse

[Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday]

Digital Technologies
Additional Assistance
Health and Physical Education
Visual Arts
Performing Arts
Chinese [Mandarin]

Lisa Hill
Trish Shaw, Danielle Ackland, Lyn Forsyth and Sally Morris
Jim Narayan and Mel Dennis
Jessica Murphy and Bree Stribbles
Kenneth Mills and Felicity Charrett
Chunyan Zhang and Shuyue He

Integration Aides

Sandra Hess, Jill Strafford, Jo Morris, Anthea Barry, Samantha Smith,
Marlene Masciulli, Natalie Bourke, Belinda Smalley and Elmene Setiawan

Maintenance

Daryl West

Multi Media

Annette Wright and Josephine Tan

Technician

Jill Phillips and Damien Hawkins

School Chaplain

Glenn Douglas

...2020...

P

LEASE DIRECT MONEY FOR EXCURSIONS, ETC TO YOUR CLASSROOM TEACHER - NOT TO THE
OFFICE.

Please hand money and permission slip in sealed envelopes to classroom teacher first thing in the morning. By
following this process teachers are aware that your child will be attending the excursion and mark them off
their lists. Money is collected by office staff and processed each morning and a receipt given back to teachers along
with permission slips. All money is tallied and banked daily – no money is left on the premises.
If you wish to pay by credit card, a proforma is available from the office. This can be filled out with details and
placed in a sealed envelope and handed to your classroom teacher
Please deliver cash in a sealed envelope with your child’s name and grade on the front by 9.30 a.m. If you have a
number of children attending an excursion you can place all money and permission slips in the one envelope with
children’s names and grades on the front and deliver to one of the children’s teachers. The office staff will be able to
allocate money to the children’s particular items and distribute permission slips and receipts back to teachers. Envelopes are available at the office.
If you have a large amount to be paid or need to process an EFTPOS transaction through a savings account you can
make arrangements to pay at the office.
We also have a new Qkr payment system on our Skoolbag app. If you download our Skoolbag app and Qkr payment
app you can now pay for your child’s excursion on line.
All change will be delivered to the children in the afternoon.
Re-imbursements will only be made under certain circumstances – they will be made by cheque (no cash transactions
are made).
Notices are sent out with a final collection time – please adhere to this time. All money and per mission slips ar e
required to be sent back by this date – otherwise your child will not be able to attend. This enables us to confirm
bookings and numbers with bus companies and organisations we are visiting. Also we need to send details to the Department of Education Emergency Management for all excursions, camps, etc. We also need to accommodate students
who will not be attending.
We would appreciate it if parents could please follow these processes.

